CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


St. Thomas one of the disciples of Jesus Christ came to Kerala in 52 A.D. 
after visited Mylapore in Chennai, Tamilnadu, there he spread Christianity apart 
from he converted Brahmins into Christianity. Due to this reasons one of the 
Orthodox Brahmins killed St. Thomas in 72 A.D because of self-esteem. The 
embracers of Christianity are called as Small Christians. After the advent of St. 
Thomas more than hundreds of Missionaries came to Tamilnadu, and then they 


erected Churches, built Schools and Chapels. 


The geographical discoveries of the last quarter of the 15th century deeply 
affected the commercial relations of the different countries of the world and 
produced far-reaching consequences. The discovery of a new all-sea route from 
Europe to India via Cape of Good Hope by Vasco da Gama had far-reaching reper- 
cussions on the civilised world. The arrival of the Portuguese in India was 
followed by the advent of other European communities and soon India’s coastal 
and maritime trade was monopolized by the Europeans. The European merchants 
who came to India during this period differed from the earlier foreign merchants 


and had the political and military support of their respective governments. 


They were not individual merchants but represented their respective 
countries and tried to establish and safeguard their maritime trade on the strength 
of their superior naval power. In course of time, their commercial motives turned 
into territorial ambitions. The Portuguese under the leadership of Vasco da Gama 
landed at Calicut on the 17th May, 1498 and were received warmly by the Hindu 
ruler of Calicut bearing the hereditary title of Zamorin. Profits of goods brought by 


Vasco da Gama to Portugal were 60 times cost of the entire expedition to India. 


The arrival of Pedro Alvarez Cabral in India in 1500 A.D. and the second 
trip of Vasco da Gama in 1502 led to the establishment of trading stations at 
Calicut, Cochin and Cannanore. Cochin was the early capital of the Portuguese in 
India. The Portuguese maritime empire acquired the name of Estado da India and 
its initial objective was to seize the spice trade, but after Cabral’s voyage she 


decided to divert to herself all the trade of the east with Europe. 


A new policy was adopted in 1505, by which a Governor was to be 
appointed on a three-year term. Francisco de Almeida was the first Portuguese 
Governor (1505-09) who defeated the combined alliance of the Sultans of Gujarat, 
Bijapur and the Egyptians in 1509 in a naval battle near Diu. It was Alfonso de 


Albuquerque who laid the real foundation of Portuguese power in India. He first 


came to India in 1503 as the commander of a squadron and was appointed 


Governor of Portuguese affairs in India in 1509. 


In November, 1510, he captured the rich port of Goa from the Byapur ruler 
with a view to secure a permanent Portuguese population, he encouraged his 
countrymen to marry Indian wives; but one serious drawback of his policy was his 
bitter persecution of the Muslims. He maintained friendly relations with 
Vijayanagar and even tried to secure the goodwill of Bijapur. He died at Goa in 


1515 leaving the Portuguese as the strongest naval power in India. 


Nino da Cunha the Portuguese Governor (1529-38) transferred his capital 
from Cochin to Goa in 1530 and acquired Diu and Bassein (1534) from Bahadur 
Shah of Gujarat. The next important Governor was Martin Alfonso de Souza 
(1542-45) along with whom the famous Jesuit saint Francisco Xavier arrived in 
India. The Portuguese Indian Church was organised under his guidance. The Jesuit 
mission that St. Francis Xavier established in India took up with enthusiasm the 
work of conversion. But progress was slow till Robert de Nobili a brilliantly gifted, 
highly educated, and zealous man came to be in charge of the mission in Madurai 


in Tamil Nadu. 


De Nobili a man of remarkable insight who came with desire to convert as 
many Hindus as possible to Christianity, after a short experience of life in Madurai, 
reached the conclusion that Christianity would have little success in India if it kept 
to its western grab and refused to understand the mind and thought of the people of 
the country. The problem before him was to make Christianity acceptable to 


Hindus without being imposed on them. 


Martin Luther was born on 10 November 1483 in Eisleben. His father was a 
copper miner. Luther studied at the University of Erfurt and in 1505 decided to join 
a monastic order, becoming an Augustinian friar. He was ordained in 1507, began 
teaching at the University of Wittenberg and in 1512 was made a doctor of 
Theology. In 1510 he visited Rome on behalf of a number of Augustinian 


monasteries, and was appalled by the corruption he found there. 


Luther became increasingly angry about the clergy selling 'indulgences' - 
promised remission from punishments for sin, either for someone still living or for 
one who had died and was believed to be in purgatory. On 31 October 1517, he 


published his '95 Theses', attacking papal abuses and the sale of indulgences. 


Luther had come to believe that Christians are saved through faith and not 


through their own efforts. This turned him against many of the major teachings of 


the Catholic Church. In 1519 -1520, he wrote a series of pamphlets developing his 
ideas - 'On Christian Liberty', 'On the Freedom of a Christian Man', 'To the 
Christian Nobility’ and 'On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church’. Thanks to the 
printing press, Luther's '95 Theses' and his other writings spread quickly through 


Europe. 


In January 1521, the Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther. He was then 
summoned to appear at the Diet of Worms, an assembly of the Holy Roman 
Empire. He refused to recant and Emperor Charles V declared him an outlaw and a 


heretic. Luther went into hiding at Wartburg Castle. 


In 1534, Luther published a complete translation of the bible into German, 
underlining his belief that people should be able to read it in their own language. 
The translation contributed significantly to the spread and development of the 
German language. Luther's influence spread across northern and Eastern Europe 
and his fame made Wittenberg an intellectual centre. In his final years he wrote 
polemics against the Jews, the papacy and the Anabaptists, a radical wing of the 
reforming movement. The discovery of the sea route to India is the description 
sometimes used in Europe and among the Portuguese for the first recorded trip 


made directly from Europe to India via the Atlantic Ocean. It was undertaken 


under the command of Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama during the reign of 


King Manuel I in 1497 -1499. 


In the year 1498 A.D all sea routes from Europe to India via Cape of Good 
Hope by Vasco da Gama had far-reaching repercussions on the civilised world. 
The arrival of the Portuguese in India was followed by the advent of other 
European communities and soon India’s coastal and maritime trade was 


monopolized by the Europeans. 


In 1620, the village of Tranquebar was acquired for the Danish Crown, by 
the Danish Admiral Oddes, by signing an agreement with the Raghunatha 
Nayak of the Tanjore Nayak Kingdom on behalf of the King of Denmark. 
King Frederick IV of Denmark was very keen to spread Christianity among his 
non-European subjects and called from Royal missionaries. However, there was a 


lack of interest to his call among his Danish subjects. 


Hence, the king gave the task of finding the right people to his court chaplain 
Franz J Lütkens. After a search in German universities, Bartholomäus 
Ziegenbalg and Heinrich Pliitschau were selected. After being ordained in 
Copenhagen, they sailed to Tranquebar with a royal charter on the ship Sophia 


Hedewig on 29 November 1705, arriving on 9 July 1706. On arrival in Tranquebar, 


Ziegenbalg established the Tranquebar Mission in 1706. They baptised their first 
convert after 10 months of establishing the mission. Pltitschau and his fellow peer 
Ziegenbalg were suggested by Lange. In 1705, they travelled to the Danish colony 
of Tranquebar on the southeastern coast of India, known as the Danish-Halle 


Mission. 


The missionaries had already begun during the voyage to learn Portuguese, 
the lingua franca, and the local Indian language, Tamil. With increasing work, the 
missionaries shared their community tasks. Plutschau focused on the parishioners, 
which spoke Portuguese, and Ziegenbalg, because of his particular language skills 
with the Tamil-speaking community. In 1711, Plutschau returned to Germany for 
health reasons. There he gave the Small Catechism out in Tamil and taught mission 
candidates in this language. In 1714 he received the pastorate as a Lutheran pastor 
in Beidenfleth, ruled at the time by the Danish king, where he worked until 1750. 
A few short years later, he died. Following the creation of the German Protectorate 
in 1885, German missionary societies established themselves in different parts of 


Tanzania. 


The Leipzig Mission founded its first station on the slopes of Mountain 
Kilimanjaro in 1893. German missionaries returned in 1926, including figure in 


German anthropology and mission history — Bruno Guttmann (1876-1966). In 


1963 the mission church became the Evangelical Luthern Church of Tanzania in 
Northern Tanganyika, consisting of five dioceses, (Northern, Pare, Arusha, Meru 


and Central. 


The Danish-Halle Mission which flourished in Tranquebar extended its 
mission work to other places also such as Thanjavur, Trichirappalli, Cuddalore, 
Madras and in the south to Tirunelveli. From Trichirappalli were sent native 
preachers, though occasionally, to the province of Madurai whose labour bore fruit 
in the form of a small Christian community found scattered from the capital to 
Ramnad. Towards the close of the eighteenth century degeneration engulfed the 
Tranquebar Mission. Tranquebar Mission which was considered as the “Mother of 
the Missions” from whom the missionaries of other Societies used to acquire their 
first knowledge of Tamil and Tamil Christianity, was given a helping hand by 
many a Missionary Societies. But still the position of the Danish Mission was not 
stable. Hence all churches except Tranquebar were handed over to the SPCK in 
1820 including Madurai. As stated earlier on the inability of the Society to provide 
them with the needed aid these Christian communities were transferred to the SPG. 


Thus the Lutherans became Anglicans. 


After the collapse of the Tranquebar Mission, the Dresden (Leipzig) 


Evangelical Lutheran Mission (LELM) of Germany which was the product of the 


pietistic - orthodox revival in Germany sent its missionaries to Tranquebar. This 
Leipzig Mission started its work in India in 1841 and took over the congregation at 
Tranquebar. It alone had the Lutheran character then and thus claimed to be the 
legitimate heir of the Tranquebar Mission. Starting from Tranquebar work spread 
over Tamil Nadu from Madras in the north down to Virudhunagar in the south 
along the Coromandel coast and in to the interior district of Coimbatore and the 
native state of Pudukottai and Mysore. In the mean time Sweden which had 
already been in the service of the Tranquebar Mission right from 1740 became 
interested in the affairs of the Tranquebar Mission. Consequent to the great 
missionary awakening taking place in England during the close of the 18th century 
and the beginning of the 19th century many Mission Societies were formed in 
Sweden including the Lund’s Mission Society in 1845. This Society which got 
merged in to the Church of Sweden Mission Board eventually extended its co- 


operation to the LELM in 1852. 


In 1869 a new epoch in the history of the Swedish Mission started with the 
joining of C.J. Sandegren in the Mission. He exercised profound influence on both 
the Missions. In Madurai he built a new church, a mission bungalow at 
Ponnagaram and a school for girls on the outskirts of the town. Reinforcements in 


the form of men and money came mainly from Sweden. Owing to the initiative 
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taken by Sandegren the collegium of the LELM consented to hand over three 
stations to the church of Sweden such as Madurai, Pattukkottai and Anaikkadu in 
1901 under the official name ‘Swedish Diocese of the LELM’. From Madurai the 
evangelical activity extended up to Virudhunagar in the south and even stretched 


up to Ceylon. 


With its growth the collegium of the LELM recognised the independence of 
the Swedish Mission with a new name ‘Church of Sweden Mission in India’. 
Nevertheless both the Missions had agreed to co-operate for the building up of the 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church (TELC). But before the ratification of the new 
agreement the First World War broke out. The unexpected political situation made 
the LELM hand over its work and property with full authority and ownership to the 


Church of Sweden. 


